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The Brannan Lawsuit continues . . . Many words have been written about the need to diversify in Gilpin County so it is not totally dependent on gaming for its employment opportunities and revenue.  What has gone unsaid is Brannan’s customer base is construction related, and in the Metro Denver area, construction is not the most stable of employment.  

When gaming arrived in 1991, Gilpin was rural right down to most of main-street Black Hawk being a dusty, gravel & dirt street, and the locals didn’t seem to give a damn.  Before the promises of wild riches gaming put dollar signs in many eyes, not a lot of Gilpinites felt deprived, at least that was my impression during a visit to look a real estate to purchase in 1989.


Not many people moved to Gilpin County in those days expecting to be able to earn a living without ever having to leave the county.  Until gaming arrived, employment in the construction trade was minimal even for the residential area.  The plastics manufacturing plant in the northern part of the county was about the only type of manufacturing of any significance.


Construction of the casinos came and went, then revived as the industry expanded, but is now in a holding pattern, at least for the time being until the increased-stakes impact kicks in.  The Central City Parkway was built, in effect, as a private road by Central City and financed with a bond issue.  Construction generated enough rock to drown in but no importing of rock from down below.  


The point of all the above rhetoric is to remind readers, EXCEPT for the dirt roads in the county being maintained, Gilpin County has no real need for the product of a quarry, nor is there a need for additional quarries down below.

Throughout the application process, the MMRR quarry people readily admitted the quarry’s product would be trucked to the metro Denver area, an area that is readily supplied by the three major quarries already in operation in the area – a supply estimated to last for the next 75 to 100 years.  Who knows what technology will bring in the coming decades?  By the time the supply down below is depleted, rock could be obsolete or be replaced by a product or process not as destructive as quarried rock.  

Brannan’s Verified Complaint, by innuendo seeks to paint a picture of improper conduct by the Gilpin county Board of County Commissioners (BOCC), that deliberations were “made outside of public view, in secret sessions and/or private conversations . . .”

This writer was present at the public meetings on June 17th and 23rd, and saw the hundreds, make that thousands of pages submitted by the experts and attorneys hired by Brannan Sand & Gravel.  The stacks measured in height by the feet by the time it was over with.  All the trees killed just to hype a project that would provide limited employment opportunity for Gilpinites – 15 to 25 at one point.  Then as opposition to the project mobilized and just as statistics here in Gilpin are prone to change as the wind blows, the employment opportunities grew to at least 65, with preference given to citizens of Gilpin County.  No explanation was provided how Brannan would get around the discrimination factor that idea presented.    
MMRR tactics also failed when it was forced to give the total additional traffic increase on Highway 119 would be more than 400 vehicles overall for the quarry operation, not just the haul trucks numbering 176 plus, as had been the figure used in all the pre-hearing publicity.  It does take an unusual amount of arrogance to try and make a case that this amount of traffic would not impact Highway 119, the primary traffic access to Gilpin County.  

No state law or regulation requires the BOCC to read all documents submitted in public hearings DURING the public hearing as Brannan’s Compliant insists is the only proper method of deliberation.  

At the risk of being crude, it would take a front end loader to handle the load of crap Brannan tried to unload on Gilpin County.  


Next week, the County’s response to certain allegations and the Court’s actions as the saga of the MMRR continues.

Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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